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ITEM CC3
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of the County Council held at County Hall on Tuesday 12 February 2008 commencing at 10.00 am and finishing at 4.20 pm

Present:

Councillor LIZ BRIGHOUSE – in the chair

Councillors:

M Altaf-Khan

Marilyn Badcock

Michael Badcock

Roger Belson

Maurice Billington

Norman Bolster

Mrs Gail Bones

Ann Bonner

Iain Brown

Alan Bryden

Nick Carter

Patrick Cartledge

Louise Chapman

Jim Couchman

Tony Crabbe

Sushila Dhall

Surinder Dhesi

John Farrow

Mrs Anda Fitzgerald-O’Connor

Jean Fooks

Deborah Glass Woodin

Janet Godden

Patrick Greene

Sue Haffenden

Pete Handley

Neville F Harris

David Harvey

Steve Hayward

Mrs J Heathcoat
John Howell

Ian Hudspeth
Ray Jelf

Bob Johnston

Terry Joslin

Colin Lamont

Lesley Legge

Kieron Mallon

Charles Mathew

Keith R Mitchell CBE

David Nimmo-Smith

Zoé Patrick

Anne Purse

G A Reynolds

Dermot Roaf

David Robertson

Rodney Rose

John Sanders

Larry Sanders

Don Seale

Bill Service

Chip Sherwood

C H Shouler

Craig Simmons

Roz Smith 

Val Smith

Lawrie Stratford

Melinda Tilley

David Turner

Nicholas P Turner

Carol Viney

Michael Waine

David Wilmshurst

Chris Wise

The Council considered the matters, reports and recommendations contained or referred to in the agenda for the meeting and decided as set out below.  Except insofar as otherwise specified, the reasons for the decisions are contained in the agenda and reports, copies of which are attached to the signed Minutes.

13/08 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
(Agenda Item 1)

RESOLVED:
that the Minutes of the meeting of Council held on 8 January 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record, subject to the following correction to Minute 8/08 (Questions with Notice from Members of the Council, supplementary question to question 13) shown by strikethrough and in italic type:
“Please can I be provided with the answer from the County’s officers with regard to liaising with the City to see what can be done to improve the cleansing on the Oxford ring road, especially the central reservations, which is disgusting?  I would also like to know if the City Link Member will send soon advise us an invitation when they will be joining one of those initiatives to clean up the roads.”

On Minute 8/08 (Questions with Notice from Members of the Council, supplementary question to question 14), Councillor Patrick reported that she had written to the Leader of the Council informing him of all the scrutiny reviews in which members of the Liberal Democrat Group were participating.

On Minute 8/08 (Questions with Notice from Members of the Council, question 17), Councillor Roaf reported that, at a meeting of an action group in north Oxford recently, the Local Police Area Commander for Oxford City  had advised that the Police would support and enforce 20 mph limits in Oxford.

On Minute 8/08 (Questions with Notice from Members of the Council, in response to supplementary question 11), the following answer was circulated from Councillor Hudspeth:
“I have discussed your supplementary question to Council on 8 January with the relevant Environment & Economy (E&E) officers.  Unfortunately the Travel Plans team do not know of any specific statistics for afternoon journeys home to compare with the 8.50 am school run statistic mentioned at Council.

The Department for Children, Schools and Families/DfT-implemented mechanisms that now collect this data only allow schools to record one mode of travel per child to cover journeys to and from school. Therefore the information E&E have for Oxfordshire covers journeys "to" and "from" school together and Travel Plans cannot separate the two out.”

14/08 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
(Agenda Item 2)

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Armitage, Mrs Fulljames, Gatehouse, Hallchurch, Mrs Hastings, Hibbert-Biles, McIntosh-Stedman and Dr Skolar.
15/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

(Agenda Item 3)

The following interests were declared:

	Councillor
	Agenda Item
	Nature of Interest

	N Turner
	8 (Service and Resource Planning 2008/09 to 2012/13)
	Personal – member of the Mill Arts Centre Management Committee

	Mallon
	8 (Service and Resource Planning 2008/09 to 2012/13)
	Personal – member of the Mill Arts Centre Management Committee


16/08 OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS
(Agenda Item 4)

The Chairman reported that:

(a) Councillor Moley had died on 11 January 2007 (County Councillor for Grove & Wantage since 1997) and advised that she had written to his family to send condolences.  Councillors Patrick*, Mitchell, Harris, R Smith, Brighouse and Wise paid tribute to him.  Council observed a minute’s silence in his memory; 

*UPDATE: Councillor Patrick’s name has been added to the list (correction to the minutes published with the Agenda for 1 April 2008) 

(b) Bill Bradshaw (County Councillor for Wallingford) had resigned his membership of the Council on 23 January 2008; 

(c)
the by-elections for the Grove & Wantage and Wallingford divisions would be held on 13 March 2008.
17/08 APPOINTMENTS

(Agenda Item 5)

RESOLVED:  to appoint as follows:

	Committee
	Members to be appointed

	Democracy & Organisation 
	Fooks

	Pension Fund 
	Fooks and Roaf

	Planning & Regulation 
	Bryden

	Thames Valley Police Authority Appointments 
	Patrick


18/08 PETITIONS AND PUBLIC ADDRESS
Councillor Michael Badcock presented a petition about traffic problems in Abingdon.  

19/08 MEDIUM TERM CORPORATE PLAN 2008/09-2012/13
(Agenda Item 7)

The Council had before it the Council's proposed Medium Term Corporate Plan 2008/09-2012/13 which is one of the plans and strategies that forms the policy framework and requires full Council approval. 
RESOLVED:
(on a motion by Councillor Mitchell and seconded by Councillor Robertson and carried by 40 votes to 0) to approve the Medium Term Corporate Plan 2008/09-2012/13 subject to the inclusion of consequential and editorial changes in the text as agreed by the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the Council.

20/08 SERVICE AND RESOURCE PLANNING 2008/09 TO 2012/13

(Agenda Item 8)

The Council considered the report of the Cabinet (CC8) on Service and Resource Planning 2008/09 to 2012/13, the supplementary report by the Assistant Chief Executive and Chief Finance Officer (CC8 Supplementary), and the commentary by the Assistant Chief Executive and Chief Finance Officer on the budget proposals (CC8 – Supplementary 2).  The Council also had before it budget proposals from the Labour Group (CC8 Labour) and the Liberal Democrat Group (CC8 Liberal Democrat).
Councillor Mitchell moved and Councillor Shouler seconded the Cabinet’s recommendations on Service and Resource Planning 2008/09 to 2012/13 (CC8).

Councillor Patrick then moved and Councillor Roaf seconded the Liberal Democrat Group’s budget (CC8 Liberal Democrat).

Following debate, the motion was lost by 39 votes to 12.

Councillor Harris then moved and Councillor Cartledge seconded the Labour Group’s budget (CC8 Labour).

Following debate, the motion was lost by 51 votes to 7.

Councillor L Sanders moved and Councillor Simmons seconded an amendment (CC8 Green) to the Cabinet’s budget.

Following debate, the amendment was lost by 50 votes to 4.

The substantive motion was then put to the vote and carried by 39 votes to 14.

RESOLVED:  

(a) (in respect of Revenue) to approve: 

(1) a budget for 2008/09 as set out in Annex 4 to the report and Medium Term Financial Plan for 2008/09 to 2012/13 as set out in Annex 1 to the report;

(2) a budget requirement for 2008/09 of £365.547m;

(3) the Council Tax and Precept calculations for 2008/09 set out in Annex 5 to the report and in particular: 

(i) a precept of £261.545m; and

(ii) a Council Tax for Band D equivalent properties of £1,089.75;

(4) virement arrangements for 2008/09 as set out in Annex 6 to the report; 

(5) the disposition of Dedicated Schools Grant as set out in Annex 13 to the report;

(b) (in respect of Capital) to approve: 

(1) a Capital Programme for 2008/09 to 2012/13 as set out in the capital programme at Annex 8 to the report; 

(2) the Capital Strategy at Annex 9 to the report and Corporate Asset Management Plan at Annex 10 to the report;

(3) the prudential indicators set out in Annex 11 to the report in respect of: 

· Estimates of Capital Expenditure; 

· Estimates of the Ratio of Financing Costs to the Net Revenue Stream; 

· Estimates of the Capital Financing Requirement; 

· Authorised Limit for External Debt; 

· Operational Limit for External Debt; 

· Estimates of the Incremental Impact of Capital Investment Decisions; 

(c) (in respect of treasury management) to approve:

(1) the Prudential Indicators set out in Annex 12 to the report;

(2) the continued use of Lender Option/Borrower Option loans restricted to 20% of the debt portfolio;

(3) the continued use of forward borrowing limited to £10m in 2008/09;

(4) the increased credit limits shown on the proposed matrix in Annex 12 to the report;

(5) the continued use of the services of SWIP and Investec;

(6) the Treasury Management Strategy Statement.

in the Chair

Date of signing
2008
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